
I saw a post the other day about an unexplained occurrence 
here in Chattanooga. The posting had a picture attached to it 
that clearly showed the Market Street Bridge. The date under 

the picture said it was taken in 1921. The day the photo was taken 
was foggy and the waters were murky. But clearly, rising from the 
mist was an object. It protruded up and was curved at the top. The 
mysterious object was very similar to something I had seen before. 
To my amazement, a creature very much like Nessie, the Lock Ness 
Monster, had made its way to our very river. 

The article mentioned that this sighting was not the only one. 
For years, talk circulated around Ross’s Landing about such a beast. 
The Cherokee, when they owned the land, named the creature, Water 
Horse. Sightings of the beast had been reported when the waters 
rose and flooded areas around town. The author of the article noted 
that this creature had been local gossip for generations, but until 
the picture showed up in his inbox, he didn’t put much stock in the 
accounts of the numerous witnesses. 

It took me about ten seconds after reading the article to remember 
that the day I saw it was April Fool’s Day. I had to chuckle at their 
creativity and the lengths they had gone to in fabricating the picture. 
But the posting did make me think. What if a creature did lie hidden in 
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First Baptist Nessie
our community? What if it were only rumors or suppositions until proof 
was shown. How did the stories circulate? Wouldn’t a grandfather love 
to regale his grandchildren at night with stores about this magical, 
mysterious wonder hidden within our community? 

As I thought about it, I noted that many within our community 
might look at us, First Baptist, in the same way. We are, to some, a 
mystery or an unknown entity. Hardly a week goes by that I am not 
explaining to someone where we are located in Chattanooga. We are 
a place that countless folks drive by on a daily basis and may never 
notice. Surely they know a First Baptist exists, but what do they 
know of us? We are gaining a good reputation in the community for 
our work with the homeless and others in need. Our good works are 
being spread by word of mouth. But, I ask, is your mouth one that is 
sharing the good news? Are you telling others about who we are, what 
we believe, and who can serve with us as we do more? 

The legend of Nessie in Scotland has spanned generations and 
crossed the big waters to surface in the Tennessee River. And with the 
aid of an April Fool’s joke, the Chattanooga Nessie has also been talked 
about and passed on to new believers. Our church should be more than 
a mysterious, hidden gem within our community. It, too, should be 
talked about and passed on to new believers. Let’s tell the story.

Parents, Grandparents and
Children of All Ages!!!

Saturday, April 19
10:00AM-Noon        Fellowship Hall

Come and experience the stories of the Bible that lead to Easter 
Sunday! Preschool and Elementary age children will interact in 
special ways that will teach them what Christ experienced before 
he rose from the dead on Easter morning. Don’t forget to bring your 
basket for the Easter Egg Hunt. Plus we will have goodies and fun for 
everyone. Invite your friends!

Welcome to Weston Hammond,
Kaitlyn Sepulveda and Eleanor Alley!
Each one made a Profession of Faith on

Sunday, March 23, 2014.



On Friday, March 28, the movie, Noah, was released in theaters 
across the country, coming in as the top money maker for the weekend 
(bringing in almost $44 million). A month earlier the movie, Son of God, 
by producers Mark Burnett and Roma Downey (who also produced 

The History Channel’s mini-series, The Bible), 
was released to a much quieter reception. Later 
in the year two more biblical account movies 
will be released: Mary, starring Ben Kingsley 
and Julia Ormond, and Exodus, with Christian 
Bale. There are more whispers in Hollywood 
about other biblical movies to be produced 

such as a Cain and Able movie to be directed by Will Smith and Pontius 
Pilot, starring Brad Pitt as the movie’s namesake villain. 

Many in the Christian community are buzzing about the attention 
the Bible and biblical characters are getting from Hollywood movie 
makers. However, the excitement and anticipation does not come by 
itself, as a landslide of criticism soon follows the releasing of the film. 
Yet the criticism does not come from the “villainous” media, who some 
perceive want to disparage any public recognition of God, rather this 
lashing out comes from friendly fire – other believers. 

I think it’s best that if we choose to see any of these movies or if we 
decide to take our family (especially teenagers and children) we ought 
to prepare ourselves and our young ones with the right perspective. 
Here are my thoughts on things to remember and consider before you 
see any biblical movie.
1. Movies are entertainment – Yes, even biblical account movies 

are made for entertainment. And they are even made for the 
purpose of making money. Therefore, the more entertaining, the 
more money can be made. Mark Burnett’s miniseries, The Bible, 
depicted angels in a very interesting, albeit entertaining, way. 
I will be the first to bemoan the fact that often times churches 
seem to dress the girls up as angels in Christmas pageants when 
scripture obviously alludes to angels with masculine names. 
However I never viewed the angels or messengers from God 
who were sent to Abraham as “angel ninjas” like Mark Burnett 
depicted them. I laughed very hard when I saw that (and I still 
chuckle about it as I write this) but I must admit it was quite an 
interesting interpretation of angels that contrasts quite starkly 
from the traditionally demure, white-robed, big feathery-winged 
angel. Which leads to the next point.

2. Biblical movies are an interpretation – I think one source 
of angst by believers is that they may be expecting verse by 
verse storytelling of the Bible in these movies. If so, it seems 
they forget how much interpretation occurs when their Sunday 
School teacher teaches, pastor preaches or when they personally 
read the Bible. No doubt as we read scripture we try to “fill in the 

gaps” or understand the parts of the story where scripture may 
be silent. If we can do that, why can’t directors or writers share 
what they view the text is saying? At the end of one of the trailers 
for the movie, Noah, the following text is displayed: “The film 
is inspired by the story of Noah. While artistic license has been 
taken, we believe that this film is true to the essence, values and 
integrity of a story that is a cornerstone of faith for millions of 
people worldwide. The biblical story of Noah can be found in the 
book of Genesis.”

3. Reread the biblical story before you view the movie – No 
matter how well you think you know or remember the story, 
reread the biblical text before you head to the theater. I feel this 
is crucial. As we view what the director is interpreting for us 
before our eyes, it is helpful to have something to recall or to 
connect with while we watch. The Nephilim, who are mentioned 
just briefly in Genesis 6:4, show up in the movie, Noah. Much 
is debated and believed about what and who they are, so a 
quick reread of the story may lead you to spend a bit more time 
trying to understand parts of the story you have forgotten. This 
will better your understanding and hopefully give you a better 
appreciation of the director’s telling of the story. 

4. Watching the movie is not in place of reading the Bible 
– I can hear my high school English teacher talking now. Yes, 
movies can be great introductions for those who are less familiar 
or unaware of the biblical stories, but for anyone to believe that 
movies about the Bible or spiritual topics is a replacement for 
actually reading and studying the Bible is wrong. Even as great 
as the Veggie Tales retelling of Bible stories are, these cannot be 
viewed at the sacrifice of our young ones reading the Bible. Yes, 
they take biblical stories and express them in a way that children 
can understand, but if that is all children get, then they will grow 
up believing the Ninevites were bad because they slapped people 
with fish. It is cute and helpful for teaching a lesson, but that by 
itself is not sufficient for understanding the Bible.

There are other thoughts and points I can offer, but I feel these are 
the most paramount for us. Let us be careful not to be too critical of 
these biblical movies. Yes, criticism may be warranted at times, but let 
it be informed, reasonable critiques with a desire to understand and 
keep the director’s purpose in mind. Some Christians will continue 
to complain that the movie they view is so different from the biblical 
account they find in scripture. I find this quite interesting (and a little 
funny) that this is the same complaint anyone has about a movie made 
from a book. You have heard it before (or even said it yourself), “The 
book was way better than the movie.” And that my friends is true…the 
Book IS way better than the movie.

–Michael Sepulveda

The Bible on the Big Screen: What to Remember Before You Go

The goal for the Spring Missions 
Offerings in our church is $5,000. 
Please designate your gift to the Global 
Missions Offering of the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship (CBF) and/or the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering of 
the North American Mission Board, 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). 
This offering will be received during the 
month of April. As of April 2, the total 
collected for both offerings combined 
is $2,880.

Butch and Nell Green minister 
to internationals in Houston, Texas, 
as field personnel for the CBF. An 
estimated 150,000 Muslims reside there. 

Almost 2,500 refugees come to Houston 
to live every year. The Greens have 
the expertise and experience to lead 
churches to reach out to their Muslim 
neighbors.

Scott and Karen Blanchard are 
church planters for the North American 
Mission Board (SBC) in greater Detroit, 
Michigan. They began Lakepointe 
Church in Clinton Township, Michigan, 
in 2010. In three years they have 
baptized 75 new Christians. “Reaching 
people to become engaged disciples of 
Jesus Christ” is the focus of this new 
congregation.

UPCOMING MISSION EVENTS
It is time to order 

Easter Lilies to enhance 
our worship experience 
on Easter Sunday. If you 
would like to order a lily 
in honor or in memory of 
a loved one, please fill out 
an order form and turn it 
in to the church office 
by Sunday, April 13. 
The forms are available 
at each entrance to 
the building and in the 
church office. The lilies 
are $11.50 each.

Easter Lilies



On the Calendar
April 2014

Wednesday,  April  9.  2014
First  Friends  Council 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Puerto  Rico  Mission  Trip  MeeNng 7:00PM
Adult  &  Youth  Choirs  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  and  Grounds  CommiRee 7:15PM
Thursday,  April  10,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Women's  Lenten  Bible  Study  -‐  Combined  Groups 7:30PM
Friday,  April  11,  2014
TN  CBF  General  Assembly,  Memphis  Area
Saturday,  April  12,  2014
TN  CBF  General  Assembly,  Memphis  Area
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Palm  Sunday,  April  13,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Social  Ministries  Council 12:15PM
Missions  CommiRee 4:30PM
Monday,  April  14,  2014
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 5:30PM
Tuesday,  April  15,  2014
Finance  CommiRee  MeeNng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council 5:30PM
Evening  Women  on  Mission 5:30PM
Wednesday,  April  16,  2014
Holy  Week  -‐  No  Evening  AcNviNes
Maundy  Thursday,  April  17,  2014
Holy  Week  Service 6:00PM
Saturday,  April  19,  2014
Hunt  for  Easter 10:00AM
Easter  Sunday,  April  20,  2014
Adult  &  Youth  Choir  Rehearsal 9:00AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Easter  Monday,  April  21,  2014
Church  Office  Closed
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Wednesday,  April  23,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM

We are hosting families
April 20–26.

Volunteers are needed.
Sign up sheets are available in 

your Sunday School classrooms 
or contact Lynn Strong 

(423.877.0311) to volunteer.

Tennessee CBF General Assembly
Friday evening, April 11

Trinity Baptist Church, Cordova

Saturday morning, April 12
Second Baptist Church, Memphis

Theme: Be. Love. Serve.

Day at Dogwood
Saturday, April 26, 9:00AM-4:00PM

This is our day of “spring cleaning” to prepare Dogwood 
Lodge and its property for the busy summer months ahead. We 
will be cleaning, landscaping, doing construction and repairs, and 
painting. There will be something for everyone. Please come out 
and help us prepare this beautiful property for our summer guests. 
For more information, please call Rusty Rouse: 423.605.5689.

Dogwood
Lodge

Work Day

In observance of Holy Week, we will not have any 
evening activities on Wednesday, April 16. The church 

office will be closed on Easter Monday, April 21.
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 Ministerial & Support Staff

Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  3/23/2014   ATTENDANCE  FOR  3/30/2014  
229   Worship         235   Worship  
   11   Worship  Care             16   Worship  Care  
240   WORSHIP  TOTAL      251   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
253   Sunday  School        252   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  3/23/14   $  12,561.01  
Other  receipts  on  3/23/14   973.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  3/23/14   $  13,534.01  
  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  3/30/14       $  13,214.14  
Other  receipts  on  3/30/14   1,425.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  3/30/14   $  14,639.14  
  
Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,673.08  
  
Apr.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $485,920.35  
Apr.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $533,224.10  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    47,303.75)  
   As  of  3/18/14  
  

  
  
  

  

  


